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What are Multisensory Stories?

● Short narratives containing interactive sensory elements 

● One sentence per page; One sensory object per sentence

● Brings stories to life; Students are active participants

● Repetition is key: promotes anticipation & prediction 

(students should learn the routine of the story, begin to anticipate story events,

And increase their interaction with sensory objects) 

● Used primarily in Great Britain for students with PIMD



Classroom Video Link

Insert YouTube Link Here



Creating the Stories

● Powerpoint, Google Slides, Activ-Inspire, Tiny Tap, etc...

● One story per quarter (5-8 pages for 30-minute lesson)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

● Choose topics that can be used for an extended time

● Consider student IEP objectives

● Brainstorm list of sensory items



Story Topics

● Stories can be personalized (use student pictures)

● Can highlight sequential activities & daily routines such as 

mealtimes, going to school, school routines   

● Additional themes include: seasons, holidays, friends, family, and 

field trips 

● Stories can be useful at home to promote engagement; use 

laminated story cards and preferred sensory items



Sensory Items

● Sight: lamps, light-up toys/decorations

● Sound: songs, instruments, squeaky toys 

● Touch: Use a variety of textures (soft, hard, smooth, rough, warm, cold) 

● Smell: Essential oils, room spray, cinnamon sticks, potpourri  

● Taste: food items associated with story topic



Quarter 1 Story

Getting Ready for School

Sensory Materials: blanket, lamp, clothing items, comb, bus horn, spray 

bottle, heating pad, freezer block, fan, teacher pictures & voices, breakfast foods

https://www.tinytap.it/activities/g2bjd/play/


Quarter 2 Story:

Fall is Here!

Sensory Items: light-up pumpkin, pre-lit christmas tree, Halloween 

costumes, Santa hat, dried leaves, feathers, essential oils, Halloween and 

Christmas songs, presents with sensory surprises inside, snack foods  





















Incorporating IEP Objectives

● Cause & Effect: Understanding that you have influence and control over your 

environment is a critical foundation upon which all communication is built    

● Attention:  Focused, Sustained, Shared

● Tolerating sensory input:  Textures, Sounds, Smells, Tastes 

● Following oral directions

● Identifying & Labeling Objects and Pictures



Incorporating IEP Objectives

● Requesting & Indicating Choices: Objects, Pictures, Symbols    

● Providing a purposeful “best-yes” response

● Initiating & Responding to communication: verbalizations, vocalizations, 

conventional gestures, contact gestures, body movements, eye gaze, voice-output devices 

● Turn-Taking & Reciprocal Communication

● Increase functional, spontaneous communication!!!



Data Collection

● Videotaping

● sticky note system 

● Training Communication Partners

● Keep it manageable: You don’t have to collect data on every 

student every session



Strategies for Maximizing

Student Engagement

● Room Set-Up (students and communication partners)

● All Hands on Deck to minimize student wait-time 

● On-going training to maximize communication opportunities  

● Be Entertaining: Bring your enthusiasm and have fun!



Strategies for Maximizing

Student Engagement

● Provide ample wait-time to encourage student communication

● Use of student’s names... 

● Flexibility: Students may be more/less interested in certain parts  

● Story Repetition: Students develop favorite parts 

(builds excitement, anticipation, and interaction)



Challenges

● Funding

● Data Collection 

● Managing all the Materials!

● Time Management & Story Length

● Simultaneously considering topics, pages, IEP objectives, & 

sensory items during story Planning
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